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MUMBAIL: A week after banning
plastic across the state, the
Maharashtra government is
finally prepared to issue notifi-
cation on Friday to enforce the
- ban. However, the government
has now decided to give some
time to shopkeepers, manufac-
turers and consumersto dispose
of the banned plasticitems.
Itmeans thatthe state, while
implementing the ban, will not

impose penaltiesimmediately.

Thestateislikely togive 15days
tothree monthstodispose of the
banned plastic items. For the
consumer, the breathing period
would be between 15 days and
one month, while manufactur-
erswould get three months, said
officials from the state environ-
ment department.

State environment minister
Ramdas Kadam confirmed that
thenotification for implement-
ing the plastic ban will be issued
on Friday. The empowered com-
mittee headed by Kadam
cleared the notification with few
changes on Thursday.

With thenotification, manu-
facturing, use, storage, distribu-
tion, wholesale and retail sale,
importand transportation of all
kinds of plastic bags (with or
without handle), disposable cut-
lery items made of plastic and
thermocol —plates, cups, glass,
bowls, forks, spoons, straw,
non-woven polypropylene bags,
plastic sheets and plastic
pouches—and all kinds of plas-
tic films will be officially
banned across the state £rom
Friday.

HT was first toreport (Janu-
ary12)that the government was
planning to bring such a ban
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GET YOUR ACT TOGETHER State gives stakeholders 15 days to 3 months to dispose of ban

MANUFACTURERS
They will get a breathing period
of three months
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A MAHA CHANGE FOR ENVIRONMENT

With the state government likely to officially ban plastic from Friday, shopkeepers,
manufactures and customers will get from 15 days to 3 months to dispose of banned ltems
CONSUMERS AND SHOPKEEPERS !

They will get 15 days to one month to
dispose of the banned plastic items
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The government has banned use, stare, sale, distribution and transportation

Disposableitems | ¥5,000 | ¥10,000 | ¥25,000
made of plastic and Penalty for the | Penalty for Penalty for the third offence
thermocol, such first time the second offence | anda three-month jail term

violators refuse to have
committed the offence

dmit to h i )
admit to have violated the law TG WY b takei to/piliee

~ station and a case will be
registered against them.,

Associati

from March.

The government has decided
toexempt plastic being used for
packaging of a product, solid
waste management and medici-
nes. This means bags used to
collect garbage will not be
banned. It has also kept milk
pouches of more than 50
microns and PET bottles out of
the purview, Manufacturers of
PET bottles have been asked to
setuprecycling unitsin the next

three months and start a buy-
back scheme.

“The empowered committee
hasdecided togive sometime to
all affected class to dispose of
the banneditems. Hence, puni-

tiveaction againstthe offenders

will not start with immediate
effect. Consumer, shopkeepers
and manufacturers will be given
specific time to dispose of plastic
items ranging from 15 days to
three months,” said a senior

official requesting anonymity.
After that, offenders will be

fined Rs5,000 and Rs10,000 -

respectively for first and second
time offence, respectively. A
third-time offender will be fined
Rs25,000 and three months
imprisonment.

Plantation bags made up of
compostable plastic are not
banned, said officials.

In urban areas, the ban is
goingtobeimplemented by the

local bodies, 1
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Plastic ban
o affect
* over six
lakh people
* The size of the plastic
industry in Maharashtra
L
of around 2 éhfhog:lopllle
and indirect employment

of nearly 4.5 lakh,

~ including traders,
_ recyclers and others

Cbritii;ued from pg 1»

and the Maharashtra Plastics
Manufacturers Association
are planning to meet the En-

| vironment Minister Ramdas .
| Kadam and discuss the situa-
| tion arising out of the pro-

posed ban.

Speaking to 'The After-
noon D & C', President of the
Thermoformers and Allied
Industries Harshit Mehta,
said that the government has
given a time of three to four
months to those manufactur-
ing plastic bottles. As such
similar time should be given
also to those engaged in
manufacturing plastic bags
etc., so that a via media can
be worked out. The manufac-
turers are prepared to partic-
ipate in Extended Producers’
Responsibility (EPR) to en-
sure that no plastic garbage is
in seen on the streets. There
are over 3,000 manufacturers
of plastic bags in Maharash-
tra

“The government should
work out an alternative. The
use of paper bags will auto-
matically-encourage cuttvivniﬁ

of trees. Any new activity will

require more water. The gov-
ernment should think about

all these issues, before imple- -

menting the ban,” he added.

“Recently stocks of plastic
and thermocol items were
seized from some shops in
Pune and the owners were

fined. They are in a dilemma
since their stocks were sealed
and they were fined without
any prior warning or intima-
tion” Mehta stated.

The Maharashtra Plastics
Manufacturers Association
President, Ravi Jashnani, said
that this chaotic situation has
created considerable panic.

The proposed ban will un-

doubtedly cause the com-
mon man to suffer. There are
many people whose liveli-
hood depends on plastic and
the ban would lead to large-
scale unemployment, There
are many manufacturers who
have sought loans to run
their business. The ban will
certainly leave them in heavy
debt.

The All India Plastics Man-
ufacturers Association
(AIPMA)’s Environment and
Recycling Committee Chair-
man, Akhilesh Bhargava, said
that the ban will completely
or partially shut all affiliated

_ industries like, food, pharma,
 retail -
chain, etc., leading to mas-

medical, garment,

sive unemployment, The Ma-
harashtra government will

-also lose revenue since the

manufacturers may shift to
other states, As such the gov-

‘ernment should carry out

proper Environment Impact
Assessment and Life Cycle
Analysis, before implement-
ing or phasing out plastic.
“The Maharashtra Govern-

Plastic ban to affect over six lakh people in state

ment has budgeted Rs 5 cror
to provide free cloth bags t
its citizens. This is a sign o
bias towards the plastic in
dustry, whichis a prosperin;
industry and contribute:
about 30 per cent of India’
GDP and around 35 per cen
of Maharasthra’s GDP” Bhar:
gavasaid.

The Plastics Manufacturer:
Social Welfare Associatior
President, Jagannath V Ka.
math, said that the plastic In.
dustry size in Maharashtra i
close to 2,150 units with di
rect employment of around ?

lakh people and indirect em:

ployment of nearly 4.5 lakh
including traders, recyclers
etc, As it is GST has badly af-
fected the industry and now
this ban will bring down the
curtain on the plastic manu.
facturing industry.

The western state is among
the largest generators of plas-
tic waste in the country at 3¢
per cent..The use of plastic
bags, single-use disposable
items such-as cups, straws
plates, forks, spoons and
spreadsheets has now been
prohibited. As a result, retail-
ers and consumers are feel-
ing the heat of the move,
Under the circumstances the
dairy and beverage compa-
nies are planning to for-
malise informal recycling
initiatives, currently part of
the firms’ corporate social re-
sponsibility. .

-'ByRaju.Vernebﬁ'rl it

The Maharashtra govern-

A ment’s decision to ban
plastic bags, pouches, bever-
age bottles etc., is expected
to affect direct employment
of nearly two lakh people
and indirect employment of
over 4.5 lakh, including |
traders. and recyclers, even
&s plastic manufacturers’
bodies have sought some

.time before implanting the
ban. 1 i

. The representatives of the
Allr India = Plastics

. Manufacturers’ Association,

- the Thermoformers  and |

Allied Industries Association

Continued on pg6» |
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